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sense, a suppository is a form of preparation that is applicable to the rectum and serves to administer a liquid, semi-liquid, or solid
medication for delivery to this site. The preparation is solid at room temperature and dissolves slowly or disperses in the presence of
moisture to form a semisolid or a liquid. As a drug delivery system, suppositories provide the advantages of reduced intrarectal
irritation, greater patient acceptability due to gentler application, and the provision of a discrete unit dosage of medication which may
be retained within the body for extended periods of time. For example, supositories may be used to administer medication for benign
prostatic hyperplasia. Suppositories are ordinarily prepared by compression molding from a mixture of a drug, wax and glycerin, and
water. The drug is carried as a solid or semi-solid in the wax which is melted in order to prepare the suppository. Because traditional
suppositories are prepared from water-wetting or molten wax, there is a risk of contamination of the drug with extraneous material or
with water. Similarly, the method of preparing suppositories is a manufacturing step which is low in yield and time consuming. A self-
dissolving suppository preparation that is more convenient and is less expensive would be advantageous. However, until the present
invention there has not been discovered a suppository formulation which is self-dissolving and which does not involve the problems
associated with wax or molten glycerin. Accordingly, it is an object of the present invention to provide a suppository formulation which
is self-dissolving. It is also an object of the invention to provide a suppository formulation which may be manufactured in a simpler,
more efficient manner. It is yet another object of the invention to provide a suppository formulation in which the drug does not
become contaminated with extraneous matter such as drugs or the like. It is a further object of the invention to provide a suppository
formulation that is biocompatible. It is also an object of the invention to
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